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I If you would like to renew a book, or have any comments/ queries, please don’t hesitate to
contactus atlibrary@newsteadwood.co.uk

Happy reading! — Miss Mullins, Miss Walker, and Miss Henry

Access our library software from any device, anywhere,
using this URL: https://uk.accessit.online/nws00

Accessit=

LIBRARY

To log in, click on the blue button that says, ‘Login with School Details,” or enter your school email
address in the Borrower ID field and your school password in the password field. Use Accessit to
view your loans; reserve books when you’re unable to come to the library; search the library stock;
write book reviews, and more.

Follow us on Twitter/ X:

’ @NWSlLibrary

Follow us on Instagram:
@ @nwschoollibrary

See what we’re reading on Storygraph:
https://app.thestorygraph.com/profile/newsteadlibrary

View our Amazon Wish List:
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/Is/31UREQLIV3HCI?ref =wl share

External Competition (Sixth Form): The Keats-Shelley Prizes

Launched in 1998, the Keats-Shelley Prizes are held annually with the purpose of encouraging people of all ages to respond
personally to the emotions aroused in them by the work of the Romantics, through rising to the challenge of writing their own
poem or essay. The prizes are run by the Keats-Shelley Memorial Association and consist of several different competitions,
including the Young Romantics Poetry Prize and The Young Romantics Essay Competition which are both open to young people
aged 16-18. Entry for both prizes is free. Winners will receive £700 and be featured in the bi-annual journal The Keats-Shelley
Review as well as on their website.

The Young Romantics Poetry Prize:
- Poems must centre around the theme of ‘exile’.
- Poems must be no more than 30 lines of text in length and must fit onto a single A4 page.
- Entries must be original — no Al generated work will be accepted. The poem must not have been published
anywhere previously or previously submitted to this competition.

The Young Romantics Essay Prize:
- Essays must be no more than 3,000 words including quotations.
- Essays may be on any aspect on the writing and/or lives of the Romantics and their circles.
- Entries must be original — no Al generated work will be accepted. The poem must not have been published
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The Perfect Guy Doesn’t Exist by Sophie Gonzales
Ivy Winslow has the house to herself for a week while her parents are away. She’s planning to use this
newfound freedom to binge-watch her favourite fantasy TV show, H-MAD, and hang out with her best
friend, Henry. She’ll also have to avoid her former best friend-turned enemy (and neighbour), Mack. But

things quickly go awry when Ivy wakes up to find Weston, the gorgeous, very fictional main character of H-

MAD in her bedroom, claiming to be her soul mate. Ivy realizes that her fanfic writing has somehow

brought Weston as she’s imagined him to life. But it turns out that the tropes she swoons over in her

stories are slightly less romantic in reality, and her not-so-fictional crush is causing some real-world
problems. To figure out why Weston is here and what to do with him, Ivy decides to team up with Henry

and (against her better judgment) Mack. But with Mack back in her life, lvy starts to wonder if Weston, her

“perfect guy”, is the one who’s truly perfect for her... or if that was someone else all along.

Death Note Black Edition: Volume 3 by Tsugumi Ohba
Light Yagami is an ace student with great prospects--and he’s bored out of his mind. But all that changes
when he finds the Death Note, a notebook dropped by a rogue Shinigami death god. Any human whose
name is written in the notebook dies, and now Light has vowed to use the power of the Death Note to rid
the world of evil. Will Light's noble goal succeed, or will the Death Note turn him into the very thing he
fights against?

Lunar New Year Love Story by Gene Luen Yang and LeUyen Pham

Val is ready to give up on love. It's led to nothing but secrets and heartbreak, and she's pretty sure she's cursed — no
one in her family, for generations, has ever had any luck with love. But then a chance encounter with a pair of cute lion
dancers sparks something in Val. Is it real love? Could this be her chance to break the family curse? Or is she destined to

live with a broken heart forever...? A heart-warming, YA graphic novel rom com about fate, family and falling in love.

The Arrival by Shaun Tan

In a heart-breaking parting, a man gives his wife and daughter a last kiss and boards a steamship to cross the ocean.
He's embarking on the most painful yet important journey of his life—he's leaving home to build a better future for his

family. Because the main character can't communicate in words, the book forgoes them too.

Onyeka #2: Onyeka and the Rise of the Rebels by Tola Okogwu

Having uncovered head teacher Dr Doyinbd’s hidden agenda behind the Academy of the Sun, Onyeka and
her friends are on the run. But they’ve got bigger problems to worry about — they desperately need to find a

cure for the Solari disease that comes with using their Ike power and they need to locate Onyeka’s missing
parents. When their last safe house is uncovered, Onyeka turns to the only potential allies they have left; the
Rogues, a group of rebels that have been trying to expose Dr Doyinbd’s lies for years. Joining forces, will the

two groups be able to defeat their shared nemesis, or is there a new danger on the horizon for the Solari?

Onyeka #3: Onyeka and the Heroes of the Dawn by Tola Okogwu

Solari—children with superpowers—have always been native to Nigeria, but Onyeka and her friends have

been alerted to one hidden in England. Tasked with retrieving the young Solari, they successfully complete

their mission, arriving safe and sound back at the Academy of the Sun with Tobi in tow. Tobi’s identity and

superpower remain a mystery, until a breadcrumb trail leads Onyeka to the truth. But someone else has
uncovered the secret, and unlike Onyeka, they don’t have Tobi’s best interests at heart. Can our superhero
save the day once again?
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Spy x Family: Volume 1 by Tatsuya Endo
Master spy Twilight is the best at what he does when it comes to going undercover on
dangerous missions in the name of a better world. But when he receives the ultimate
impossible assignment—get married and have a kid—he may finally be in over his head!
Not one to depend on others, Twilight has his work cut out for him procuring both a
wife and a child for his mission to infiltrate an elite private school. What he doesn’t
know is that the wife he’s chosen is an assassin and the child he’s adopted is a telepath!
Spy x Family: Volume 2 by Tatsuya Endo
Twilight must infiltrate the prestigious Eden Academy to get close to his target Donovan
Desmond, but has he ruined his daughter Anya’s chances with his outburst during the
admissions interview? Perhaps the truly impossible mission this time is making sure
Anya both becomes an exemplary student and befriends Donovan’s arrogant son
Damian!
Spy x Family: Volume 3 by Tatsuya Endo
Twilight has overcome many challenges in putting together the Forger family, but now
all his hard work might come undone when Yor’s younger brother Yuri pops in for a
surprise visit! Can Twilight outsmart Yuri, who actually works for the Ostanian secret
service?!

Getting Into Dental School by Adam Cross and Emily Lucas
Covering everything from application to interview, this guide takes students step-by-
step through the process of applying to dental school, including up-to-date advice,
4 details of current issues facing the profession and career prospects to ensure students
have the best chance of success.

Emily Wilde’s Encyclopaedia of Faeries by Heather Fawcett
Emily Wilde is good at many things: she is the foremost expert on the study of faeries;
she is a genius scholar and a meticulous researcher who is writing the world's first t '
encyclopaedia of faerie lore. But Emily Wilde is not good at people. So when she arrives ¥
in the hardscrabble village of Hrafnsvik, Emily has no intention of befriending the gruff
townsfolk. Nor does she care to spend time with another new arrival: her dashing and
insufferably handsome academic rival Wendell Bambleby. But as Emily gets closer to
uncovering the secrets of the Hidden Ones - the most elusive of all faeries - she also finds
herself on the trail of another mystery: who is Wendell Bambleby, and what does he
really want? To find the answer, she'll have to unlock the greatest mystery of all - her
own heart.

Dungeon Fun by Colin Bell
This is a story of a girl and her sword...Raised by trolls in the moat of a castle, Fun Mudlifter lives a
life of boredom until, one day, when adventure finds her and a sword plummets into her village.
Setting off to confront the trolls responsible for the falling items that plague her and her neighbours,
Fun begins an off-beat odyssey in which she encounters jobsworth trolls, three-headed beasts,
soothsaying shamans and headless barbarians as she valiantly battles her way up through the
dungeons to her final goal.

Day in History... The Death of Stieg Larsson, 9th November 2004

Author Stieg Larsson, born 15th August 1954, was raised in northern Sweden until moving
to Stockholm at age 9. As a teenager, he developed a strong interest in radical left-wing

outstanding book written in English for children and young people’. The nominees for the 2025
Carnegie Medal have now been announced. Below are the books featured on the list of
nominees that we currently have in the library. Last year’s winner, The Boy Lost in the Maze can
also be found in library stock, along with the winning books and full shortlists from at least the
past 5 years. Click here to view the 2025 list of nominees in full.

anywhere previously or previously submitted to this competition. politics, influenced by his grandfather’s anti-fascist views. After completing his

compulsory military service, Larsson became involved in activism, participating in anti-
Vietnam War protests and briefly editing a Trotskyist journal. In 1977, he travelled to
Ethiopia to help train Eritrean rebels and later worked as a graphic designer and journalist
at the Swedish news agency TT for over two decades. He also contributed to Searchlight,
a British magazine focused on exposing fascist groups. In 2001, Larsson began writing
fiction as a side project, drawing inspiration from detective novels by authors like
Elizabeth George and Sara Paretsky.

The deadline for both competitions is the 31%t°f January 2025 at 10am. Find further information and entry forms here.

Inaugural Michael Rosen Day to be Held on 12" November

The first ever Michael Rosen Day, in celebration of the brilliance of poet and author Michael Doy i

Rosen, will take place on 12 November 2024. The day, held in partnership with literary charity
Read for Good, will include the launch of Rosen’s manifesto for reading and will take the form
of a free to attend virtual event hosted by multi-award-winning teacher turned rapper MC
Grammar. Michael Rosen Day will also celebrate the 50 anniversary of Rosen’s first ever
published book, as well as the 35" anniversary of his picture book We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.
MC Grammar said of the upcoming event: “Michael’s words, poems and stories have ignited
the imaginations of children all over the world, opening their hearts to the wonder and magic
of reading. | am one of those kids, inspired with every word | write or rap, so to be given this
role as ambassador is a true honour. | can’t wait to celebrate his incredible adventure with all
of you!” Michael Rosen himself said: “I hope this day can be a day when we can celebrate any

Larsson's writing blends investigative journalism with a deep social critique, particularly focusing on corruption, misogyny,
and the abuse of power. His novels often explore themes of gender violence, and his portrayal of Lisbeth Salander (the
protagonist in his Millennium series) as a complex, empowered woman has become iconic. After writing the first three
Millennium novels, Larsson passed away suddenly in 2004, leaving behind a legacy of unfinished work. The first book in
the series, The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo (2005), became an instant hit, largely due to its memorable portrayal of
Salander. Its sequels, The Girl Who Played with Fire (2006) and The Girl Who Kicked the Hornet’s Nest (2007), were also
well-received, despite some criticism of their graphic depictions of violence against women. Together, the books sold
millions worldwide and were adapted into both Swedish and English-language films. These adaptations have introduced
Larsson's gripping, socially conscious thrillers to a global audience.

way in which we can put books into children’s hands!” Further information can be found here. Millennium #1: The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson i e
(Recommended for Older Readers) l.l,m.
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appears in this wonderful and exciting anthology edited by Michael Rosen, the Children's Laureate. &15 -~ Lisbeth Salander. Together they tap into a vein of unfathomable iniquity and astonishing corruption. <N

Coinciding with his laureateship and a very welcome public promotion of the need for children's
poetry in our education system, this future classic for Puffin will delight readers young and old.

Millennium #2: The Girl Who Played with Fire by Stieg Larsson
(Recommended for Older Readers)

Lisbeth Salander is a wanted woman. Two Millennium journalists about to expose the truth about sex
trafficking in Sweden are murdered, and Salander's prints are on the weapon. Her history of unpredictable
and vengeful behaviour makes her an official danger to society - but no-one can find her. Mikael
Blomkvist, Millennium magazine's legendary star reporter, does not believe the police. Using all his
magazine staff and resources to prove Salander's innocence, Blomkvist also uncovers her terrible past,
spent in criminally corrupt institutions. Yet Salander is more avenging angel than helpless victim. She may
be an expert at staying out of sight - but she has ways of tracking down her most elusive enemies.

Michael Rosen’s Sad Book by Michael Rosen
Sad things happen to everyone, and sometimes people feel sad for no reason at all. What makes Michael Rosen sad is thinking
about his son, Eddie, who died suddenly at the age of eighteen. In this book the author writes about his sadness, how it affects
him, and some of the things he does to cope with it — like telling himself that everyone has sad stuff (not just him) and trying
every day to do something he can be proud of. Expressively illustrated by the extraordinary Quentin Blake, this is a very
personal story that speaks to everyone, from children to parents to grandparents, teachers to grief counsellors. Whether or not
you have known what it's like to feel deeply sad, the truth of this book will surely touch you.

National Origami Day
Books of My Life: William Boyd

National Origami Day is celebrated on November 11th each
year. It's a day to honour the Japanese art of paper folding, =
which involves creating intricate shapes from square pieces :
of paper. The day encourages creativity, patience, and
mindfulness as people fold paper into animals, flowers, birds,
and more.

™

William Boyd is a British novelist, short story writer, and screen writer. In 1983 he was
selected as one of the 20 ‘Best Young British Novelists’ and has gone on to win
numerous prestigious awards for his works of fiction. In 2012, the estate of lan Fleming
announced that Boyd had permission to write the next official James Bond novel, Solo,
which was published a year later. This year, The Guardian asked Boyd to name the books

‘The Book | Could Never Read Again’: The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien
One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, One Ring to bring them all and in the
darkness bind them. In ancient times the Rings of Power were crafted by the Elven-smiths,
and Sauron, The Dark Lord, forged the One Ring, filling it with his own power so that he
could rule all others. But the One Ring was taken from him, and though he sought it

The image to the right is a step-by-step photo tutorial for
creating origami lucky stars. The photo below (from
allthingspaper.net) shows what the stars should look like

once complete. We've also included

that have been the most influential over the course of his life. Below are some of those
books that we have in the library. Controversially, Boyd chose The Lord of the Rings
series by J.R.R. Tolkien as the book he could ‘never read again’, saying that fantasy is a
genre he ‘cannot abide.” Other highlights of Boyd’s selection include James Joyce’s
Ulysses (‘the book | reread’) and Joseph Hellers Catch-22 (‘the book that changed me as

throughout Middle-earth, it remained lost to him. After many ages it fell into the hands of
Bilbo Baggins, as told in The Hobbit. In a sleepy village in the Shire, young Frodo Baggins
finds himself faced with an immense task, as his elderly cousin Bilbo entrusts the Ring to
his care. Frodo must leave his home and make a perilous journey across Middle-earth to
the Cracks of Doom, there to destroy the Ring and foil the Dark Lord in his evil purpose.

a link to a lucky stars YouTube
tutorial below. Lucky stars are often
given as gifts to loved ones and
represent good luck, love, support,
and admiration. It’s a great place to
start your origami journey as the
tutorial is fairly simple.

a teenager). Click here to read the full Guardian article.

The Book | Reread: Ulysses by James Joyce
: Set entirely on one day, 16 June 1904, Ulysses follows Leopold Bloom and
¥ Stephen Daedalus as they go about their daily business in Dublin. From this
starting point, James Joyce constructs a novel of extraordinary imaginative
richness and depth.

‘My Comfort Read’: Pale Fire by Vladimir Nabakov B Bﬂnﬂzz
(Recommended for Older Readers)

The American poet John Shade is dead. His last poem, 'Pale Fire', is put into a book, together with a
preface, a lengthy commentary and notes by Shade's editor, Charles Kinbote. Known on campus as o
the 'Great Beaver', Kinbote is haughty, inquisitive, intolerant, but is he also mad, bad - and even
dangerous? As his wildly eccentric annotations slide into the personal and the fantastical, Kinbote
reveals perhaps more than he should be. Nabokov's darkly witty, richly inventive masterpiece is a
suspenseful whodunit, a story of one-upmanship and dubious penmanship, and a glorious literary
conundrum.
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| Lucky stars YouTube tutorial ‘The Book That Changed Me as a Teenager’: Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
The book is set during World War Il and follows the experiences of Captain John Yossarian, an
American bombardier stationed on a fictional Mediterranean island. The title refers to a paradoxical
military regulation that states if a pilot requests a mental evaluation to avoid dangerous missions, they
are deemed sane, but their desire to avoid danger proves their sanity, thus trapping them in a cycle of
illogical reasoning. The novel explores the absurdity and bureaucracy of war, highlighting the struggles
and moral dilemmas faced by the characters. Through dark humour and sharp wit, Heller critiques the

dehumanizing effects of war and the illogical systems that perpetuate it.

here
S

Origami by David Petty
It is amazing how a simple piece of paper and a few folds can create so many different shapes and models.
In this delightful guide you will find a wealth of projects from birds to frogs,; from people to plants and from
simple models to complex geometrical designs. With advice on paper choices and folding techniques,
together with a wide range of models, each accompanied by step-by-step photography, this is the perfect
inspirational guide for all origami enthusiasts - from beginners to experts alike.

‘The Author | Came Back To’: The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie by Muriel Spark
A teacher at a girl's school in Edinburgh during the 1930s comes into conflict with school authorities because of her
unorthodox teaching methods.
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